
 

 

ENG 395: Science Fiction 

Fall 2017 

Tuesday 8:30 – 11:15 

 

Instructor: Jason Peters 

Office: 312 

Office Hours: NA 

Phone: (204) 924-4880 

Email: jason_peters@boothuc.ca 

 

Course Description 

This course considers the rise of science fiction as a genre from Mary Wollstonecraft’s gothic 

exploration of scientific hubris in Frankenstein (1818) to Ursula Le Guin’s ambiguous utopia, The 

Dispossessed (1974). Focusing on the genre’s recurring themes, motifs, and tropes, we will examine 

how various subgenres of science fiction, including the utopia and dystopia, reflect present social 

conditions while exploring the nature and limits of reality. We will also consider how science fiction 

offers tools for thinking critically about some deep existential questions: Should we view technology 

as our saviour or as our destroyer? How flexible is human nature, and how might we be different? 

Can we work together to achieve our desired future, or are we doomed to environmental, cultural, 

or cosmic apocalypse? What, in essence, does it mean to be human?  

 

Duration 6 September 2017 – 5 December 2017 

Voluntary Withdrawal Date 3 November 2017 

Last Day to Request Extensions 24 November 2017 

 

Required Textbooks and Reading 

Required 

Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale 

mailto:jason_peters@boothuc.ca


Aldous Huxley, Brave New World 

Ursula K. Le Guin, The Dispossessed 

Mary Shelley, Frankenstein 

Kurt Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse Five 

 

Assignments and Grading (Dates TBA) 

Class Participation: 10% 

Three short (250 word) responses: 15% 

One short (750 word) presentation: 25% 

Final Paper (2500 word): 30% 

Final Exam: 20%  

 

Course Outline 

Week One: Introduction: What is Science Fiction? Some Themes and Motifs 

Week Two: Mary Shelley, Frankenstein 

Week Three: H. G. Wells, “The Country of the Blind” 

Week Four: Aldous Huxley, Brave New World 

Week Five: Huxley cont’d 

Week Six: Kurt Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse Five 

Week Seven: Stanley Kubrick, 2001: A Space Odyssey 

Week Eight: Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale 

Week Nine: Atwood cont’d 

Week Ten: Philip K. Dick, “Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?” and Ridley Scott, Bladerunner 

Week Eleven: Ursula K. Le Guin, The Dispossessed 

Week Twelve: Le Guin cont’d 

 

Assessment and Percentage Breakdown 

Note: All assignments must be submitted in hardcopy, not as emails. Assignments will be returned 

in hardcopy approximately two weeks after submission. 



Essays I consider each paper to be a whole rather than a collection of parts. Therefore, I do not 

give proportions of a mark for features such as mechanics or argument. For example, atrocious 

spelling can turn an A paper into a D. Occasionally a brilliant argument can outweigh a small 

number of minor mechanical errors, but never bank on this happening. 

My marking will, among other things, point out any writing errors you have made. Please look up 

any errors in a handbook so you can prevent them in your next essay. Before you hand in your 

second essay, please review your first one so you can be alert to any relevant bad habits. 

Late Assignments I will penalize late assignments one per cent per day. I will not accept 

assignments more than one week late. Extensions (without penalty) will be granted only in response 

to emergencies, before the due date.  

Grading Policy  

Final grades for this course may be A+, A, B+, B, C+, C, D, or F.  

Students will receive a percentage grade on each piece of work which translates to these letter grades 

in the following fashion:  

 

Letter Grade Percentage Grade Points Descriptor 

  A+ 90-100 4.5 Exceptional 

A 80-89 4 Excellent 

  B+ 78-79 3.5 Very Good 

B 70-77 3 Good 

  C+ 68-69 2.5 Satisfactory 

C 60-67 2 Adequate 

D 50-59 1 Marginal 

F 0-49 0 Failure 

 
 
Letter Grades & Grade Points 
 

A+  (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, superior 
organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize; a superior grasp of the subject matter 
with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. A final grade of A+ may 
be awarded only with the approval of the Academic Dean. 



A (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent 
organization, excellent ability to analyze and synthesize; an excellent grasp of the subject matter 
with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. 

B+ (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good organization, 
demonstrated ability to analyze and synthesize; a very good grasp of the subject matter; evidence 
of good critical judgment, a very good understanding of the relevant issues under examination; 
very good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

B  (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter; evidence of 
critical capacity, good analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant issues under 
examination; evidence of good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C+ (2.5) Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the subject matter; 
evidence of critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an understanding of the relevant 
issues under examination; evidence of familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C  (2.0) Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject matter; 
some evidence of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple problems found in the 
material; evidence of familiarity with some of the relevant literature. 

D  (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject matter 
and some evidence that critical and analytical skills have been used. 

F   (0) Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial understanding of the 

subject matter; serious weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; limited or irrelevant use of the 

literature; failure to satisfy course requirements. 

 

Academic Policies 

Students are responsible for reviewing and abiding by all BoothUC academic policies in the current 

Academic Calendar. Policies of particular relevance are below: 

Electronic Devices 

Here is Booth UC’s policy on the use of electronic devices in the classroom: 

We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused engagement 

between professors and students. As such, electronic devices are allowed in the classroom 

only for the purposes of course instruction. The use of computers, the internet (including 

email), downloaded material, or other electronic devices such as cell phones require the 

express permission of the instructor. Social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, 

blogging and other related activities are not permitted in Booth classrooms. The use of 



personal computers and other electronic devices in the classroom is a privilege which may be 

withdrawn at the discretion of the instructor. 

Late Assignments 

Barring exceptional circumstances, late assignments will not be accepted. If you know you will be 

away on the day an assignment is due, it is your responsibility to take the necessary steps to ensure 

that your assignment is submitted on time. If you have a legitimate reason (e.g., family or medical 

emergency) to receive an extension on an assignment, I will do my best to accommodate you. 

However, it is your responsibility to contact me well in advance or, in the case of an emergency, in a 

timely manner to make alternate arrangements. Decisions regarding extensions will be made on a 

case-by-case basis and you should not assume that I will agree with you regarding the 

accommodation-worthiness of your situation. I reserve the right to deny your request and to ask you 

for evidence (e.g., a doctor’s note) of your need for accommodation.  

Appeals 

I will do my best to ensure that grades are assigned in a fair and equitable way, but you should not 

hesitate to approach me about any questions or concerns you might have about any grade you 

receive on any assignment or exam. Although I cannot promise that we will ultimately agree on the 

grade your assignment or exam should receive, I do promise to listen to your concerns and take 

them seriously. If, having discussed your concerns with me, you still believe that your grade is unfair, 

you have the right to appeal your grade. Booth UC’s policy on appeals can be found here:  

www.boothuc.ca/academics/policies/academic-appeals  

Academic Integrity 

As a student, it is also your responsibility to familiarize yourself with Booth UC’s policy regarding 

academic integrity. 

It is a serious offence to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the work or 

a portion thereof was done by some other person (plagiarism). Actions of plagiarism harm 

both the student and the reputation of the University College.  Plagiarism or any form of 

cheating in examinations or term tests (e.g. crib notes) is subject to serious academic penalty 

that may include loss of part or all of the marks for an assignment/test, failure in the course, 

dismissal from the University College, or other serious consequences.  Plagiarism or cheating 

in a course in which a student is cross-registered with the University of Manitoba may lead to 

disciplinary action by the University according to its policies. 

To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In 

short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary to 

state the source of well-known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to 

acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether 

quoted directly or paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well 

http://www.boothuc.ca/academics/policies/academic-appeals


as to written material and materials or information from Internet sources.  Failure to do so 

constitutes plagiarism. It will also be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student 

submits an assignment in whole or in part by someone other than him/herself, or copies the 

answer or answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-home assignment.  

At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the 

prescribed plagiarism tutorial. 

Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Academic 

Dean before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Academic Dean.  

The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the 

allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then make a 

determination whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on 

appropriate disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the Academic 

Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and University 

College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see 

Academic Appeals). 

If you have a question regarding academic integrity that is not answered above, don’t hesitate to 

direct it my way. 

 

 


